JA Career Speakers Series
Program Overview

In JA Career Speakers Series, a volunteer guest speaker visits the classroom and shares information about his or her
career, work, and education experience. The speaker may bring props, samples of his or her work, or other visuals to help
engage students. Activities and implementation design will vary based on grade level.
Program Highlights

JA Career Speakers

Teacher Guide | Grades 6-8

Teacher Guide: Career Speakers

• Structured guides and student handouts provided to all volunteers and educators
• Includes an optional pre-speaker session (teacher-led) and an optional post-speaker
session (teacher-led)
• Four versions tailored toward grades K–2, grades 3–5, grades 6–8, and grades 9–12
This event is part of the JA Work and Career Readiness Pathway and can be placed in
grades K–12, in-school or after-school/out-of-school. The event may receive 1 to 3 Instructional
Contact Hours (ICH) per volunteer guest speaker.

Thank you for participating in this career readiness event and helping Junior Achievement
empower young people to own their economic success. This guide serves as an overview of the
guest speaker event and offers supplemental activities that can be implemented before and after
the visit to enhance the experience.

Event Objectives
Students will:
•
•
•

Identify skills and interests.
Recognize career clusters.
Practice active listening skills.

Before the Speaker Event
Teacher Preparation
•
•

Read through the Career Speaker Presentation Outline found at the end of this guide.
Identify any relevant connections to student learning for possible discussions.
Organize the classroom to maximize the experience for the guest speaker and the
students.

Student Preparation
•

Please prepare students for the guest speaker by having them answer the following
questions in their Student Guide handouts:
o

Research the visiting Career Speaker and his or her company.
§

§

§
o

Have the students start with the Company website. Explain that most
company websites have an “About” section that provides an overview of
what that company does. Have students investigate what the company
sells or provides. In small groups, have students brainstorm all of the
jobs that would be needed to run that company or organization.
Ask students to search for the speaker and the speaker’s company using
the school-approved search engines. Remind students to evaluate the
credibility of sources when conducting a broad Internet search.
Ask students to interview three adults whom they know and collect any
information they may have about the speaker’s company.

Tell the students what the speaker’s job is and guide them to learn more about it
in advance of the visit.
§

Have the students visit the O*NET site, which is a U.S. Department of
Labor site at https://www.onetonline.org/.

§

Have them place the speaker’s job title in the website Occupation Search
bar and select the result that most closely matches the speaker’s.
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The JA Career Speaker Series activities will vary based on grade level.
Below is a sample outline for middle school.
Session

Overview

Objectives/Goals

Activities

Before the
Event

Students research the visiting
career speaker and his or her
company, and prepare questions
for the speaker event.

Students will be able to…
• Identify skills and interests.

• Teacher prepares students for

During the
Event

Students learn about the guest
speaker’s job experiences and
stories, ask questions, and take
notes.

• Practice active listening skills.

• Volunteer speaker shares his

guest speaker and reviews
materials.
• Students research jobs and
background related to guest
speaker’s profession.
• Optional: Use interactive
supplement with students so
they can exploring careers for
themselves, as individuals.
or her job experiences and
stories to offer insight and
guidance for career education.
• Teacher remains in the
classroom during the entire
visit to maintain classroom
discipline and help foster
student engagement.
• Students engage with the
volunteer and take notes in
their Student Guides.
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Session
After the Event

Overview
Students reflect on what
they learned during their
preparation and the speaker
event.

Objectives/Goals
• Recognize career clusters.

Activities
• Students report one

or two of the most
significant things they
each learned from
the preparation and
speaker event.
• Students write a thank
you note to the speaker.
• Students work in pairs
to create a Career
Cluster Scavenger Hunt.
• Optional: Use online
supplements, Battle
of the Bands, and
JA Assembling Your
Career if these were not
explored previously.

Concepts: Business, Career clusters, Career speaker, Careers, Choices, Community, Earn, Education, Interests,
Knowledge, Job, Pay, Skills, Talent, Work activities
Skills: Active listening, Decision making, Formulating questions, Making observations, Online research,
Reasoning, Social skills, Verbal and written communication

©2019 Junior Achievement USA® | www.ja.org

Sponsored by:

